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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 10093 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, PK, IR 

SUB J : IRANIAN HELICOPTERS TO PAKISTAN 
REF: TEHRAN 6145 

1. 1 STRONGLY AGREE THAT THE IRANIANS SHOULD TELL THE INDIANS WITHOUT 
DELAY THAT THEY HAVE SENT ARMED HELICOPTERS TO HELP PAKISTAN IN 
BALUCHISTAN. THE IRANIANS MAY BE TEMPTED TO DELAY BECAUSE OF THE 
CURRENT VISIT OF PRINCESS ASHRAF TO INDIA. THIS WOULD BE A MISTAKE. 

THE BITTER SHOULD GO WITH THE SWEET. 

2. 1 SHOULD ALSO LIKE THE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE AS TO WHAT TO SAY WHEN 
-AS I ASSUME THEY WILL- THE INDIANS ASK IF THIS IS NOT A VIOLATION 
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OF OUR ARMS POLICY ON THE TRANSFER OF LETHAL EQUIPMENT. I SUPPOSE 
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THE ANSWER IS THAT THE IRANIANS ARE RETAINING CONTROL. TEHRAN 
HAS A BETTER ARGUMENT: IT IS ALL DONE TO SUPPORT PAKISTAN 
UNITY WHICH IS IN THE INTEREST OF INDIA AS WELL AS IRAN. I 
BELIEVE THE IRANIANS SHOULD BE AS OPEN AS POSSIBLE WITH THE INDIANS. 

COULD THEY, FOR EXAMPLE, GIVE A) AN 
ESTIMATE OF HOW LONG THE HELI- 
COPTERS WILL REMAIN IN PAKISTAN, AND B) MORE INFORMATION AS TO WHERE 
THEY WILL BE USED AND HOW? 

3. OFFICIAL INDIAN REACTIONS MAY BE TEMPERED. IN FACT, SWARAN SINGH 
HAS SAID IN PARLIAMENT INDIA WOULD HAVE NO QUARREL WITH IRANIAN 
HELP FOR PAKISTAN IN DEALING WITH BALUCHIS: "WHATEVER MAY BE THE 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN IRAN AND PAKISTAN TO HELP PAKISTAN QUELL SUCH MOVE- 
MENT, IT IS A MATTER IN WHICH WE DON’T COME DIRECTLY ... THEY 

MAY ARRIVE AT AN AGREEMENT SO LONG AS IT DOES NOT AFFECT US." 

BUT NOW THERE IS THE ADDED ELEMENT OF US LETHAL EQUIPMENT. IN 
ANY EVENT, THE GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE A VERY REAL DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL PROBLEM. FOR EXAMPLE, THE JANA SANGH NATIONALISTS AND 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY WILL ATTACK THE GOVERNMENT, THE FORMER OVER SOFT- 
NESS TOWARD PAKISTAN AND THE LATTER OVER US ARMS TRANSFER SERVING 
"AMERICAN IMPERIALISM". THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE TO REACT 
PUBLICLY AND THIS MAY RAISE TEMPERATURES FOR AWHILE. 

4. COULD I HAVE WASHINGTON'S ADVICE? 

MOYNIHAN 
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